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I gave a brief verbal report on the November meeting at the November Council meeting, 

here is my written report although I also recommend you look at the minutes or listen to 

the audio recording on our website. 

 

Health services 

 

The November meeting was mostly taken up by a very long and productive session 

questioning senior representatives of the Devon Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), 

the Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (NDHT, i.e the hospital), and Devon 

Partnership Trust (DPT, i.e adult mental health). Also questioned were representatives of 

SOSH, the group campaigning to maintain or even our present NHS. Torridge 

Councillors attended the meeting. 

 

The most surprising revelation to me was by the Chair of the CCG who said that Care 

Closer to Home, the system meant to replace our closed cottage hospitals, had never 

been fully implemented. Nor had any data been collected on whether the bits of Care 

Closer to Home that had been implemented had actually worked or not. I was shocked as 

were other members of the committee that all the presentations and promises made to 

communities and councils over the last few years were empty. It seems as if the cottage 

hospitals were just closed to save money.  

 

Both NDHT and DPT reported shortages of nurses caused by the government’s 

withdrawal of nursing bursaries. DPT reported an 9 to 10% vacancy rate over all staff in 

North Devon. NDHT said about 10% of their workforce was from overseas and the threat 

of Brexit was making it increasingly difficult to retain them, at the same time there were 

simply no other qualified staff to be recruited to replace them as they left. This situation 

looks as if it can only get worse although it is being partially addressed by closed working 

with the RD&E NHS Trust. 

 

The Chief Executive of NDHT reported that the long period of continually more bed 

closures had come to an end with 20-30 beds being reopened at ND Hospital. However, 

this and other factors had resulted in a projected deficit of £12 million which isn’t 

sustainable. 

 

NDHT reported that the priority services for repatriation and improvement set by the 

Trust’s Board are: 

- Maternity services. 

  

    



- Care of the elderly. 

- Oncology. 

- Radiology. 

- Stroke Services. 

- ENT Services. 

 

Torridge DC’s External O&S Committee met last week with the Chair of the CCG, I’ll 

report verbally on this at the Council meeting. 

 

NDC Performance  

 

The quarter 2 performance report was also considered with the main issue identified by 

councillors being the overspend in waste and recycling services. This was first identified 

in the report for the previous quarter and had deteriorated since. The Committee will 

continue to monitor this closely because it is the biggest and most costly service provided 

by NDC and effects every household. 

 

 

 

  

Cllr John Patrinos  
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